
Improve Continuity of Coverage:  
TACHC supports making Texas Medicaid eligibility, enrollment, renewal timelines, and 
income verification processes easier, to ensure Texans can maintain health coverage. 
Texas has the worst child uninsured rate in the country (almost 13%), more than twice 
the national average (just under six percent). This means about one in four uninsured 
children in the United States lives in Texas. There are commonsense solutions that can 
help families and children stay enrolled in health coverage and prevent people getting 
kicked out of these programs unnecessarily. 

•	 Support 12-month continuous eligibility for children enrolled in Medicaid. 
Keep kids signed up for Medicaid for a full year rather than forcing parents to 
constantly submit paperwork and inadvertently drop kids from their coverage.

•	 Support improvements to Medicaid enrollment and renewal processes. 
Especially during a pandemic, it’s critical to streamline the ways people sign up 
for and renew their health coverage.

Expand Health Insurance Coverage: 
38 states have now expanded Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act to include low-
income adults. Texas has the most uninsured residents and the worst percentage of 
uninsured residents in the country. The coronavirus pandemic has made a bad situation 
worse, with about 1.6 million Texans losing job-based insurance as of May 2020. Texans 
lose billions of dollars each year in federal taxes that go to help residents of other states 
that have expanded health coverage to include low-income adults. Estimates show that 
expanding Medicaid would be budget-neutral or even a financial positive for Texas while 
helping millions of Texans. It’s time for a health coverage solution for Texas.

•	 Support efforts to expand health insurance coverage to low-income adults. 
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At TACHC, we believe Texans of all backgrounds should be able to access high-quality health care 
in their community. The coronavirus pandemic has devastated our communities and exposed 
gaps in our health care system. Community health centers have been a bright spot in delivering 
quality care. This legislative session, we will advocate for expanded health services and coverage – 
including telemedicine and coverage for women and children – to help Texans recover and thrive.

 – Jana Eubank, TACHC Executive Director
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Support Telemedicine and Other Technology to 
Increase Access to Care: 
Health centers were already using more telemedicine to expand access to care in their communities when the 
pandemic made using technology to deliver health care more urgent. TACHC supports further expanding the use 
of technology by health centers where there is opportunity to improve access to care for patients. 

•	 Promote health center reimbursement in Medicaid for remote patient monitoring services. Keeping 
track of high-risk patients remotely can prevent health conditions from getting worse, save state dollars 
by avoiding emergency room visits, and keep vulnerable patients safely at home during the ongoing 
pandemic. 
 

•	 Promote health center reimbursement for audio-only behavioral health services. If Texans prefer to 
access mental health services via phone or don’t have the internet bandwidth for video sessions, then 
health centers should be able to provide phone sessions and get reimbursed for those. Health centers 
won’t be able to provide these services once the public health emergency expires unless lawmakers act.  

•	 Support efforts to expand broadband infrastructure. High-speed internet access in every corner of 
Texas is critical to expanding the use of telemedicine.

Protect Women’s Health and Other Funding Priorities: 
As the state faces a revenue shortfall in the upcoming biennium, TACHC will defend the investment of state 
revenue in critical programs benefitting women and other health center patients. The middle of a global 
pandemic is no time to cut funding for programs that provide health care services to vulnerable Texans.

•	 Protect funding for women’s health programs. These programs provide access to preventive health 
care services for low-income women like cancer screenings and contraception. Health centers are a 
major part of the provider network in these programs: 

- Healthy Texas Women Program
- Family Planning Program
- Breast and Cervical Cancer Services Program

•	 Protect funding for outreach and enrollment services. Signing up for Medicaid, women’s health and 
other services can be complicated, and Texas is a big state. Outreach and enrollment staff and services 
connect Texans with the health care they need.

•	 Protect funding for critical provider workforce programs. These programs address the shortage 
Texas faces in the health care workforce and help ensure we will have the doctors, nurses, and 
other health care providers we need.

- Graduate Medical Education
- Residency Programs
- Physician Loan Education Repayment Program

•	 Protect the Department of State Health Services budget. The proposal to cut the DSHS budget by 5% 
makes no sense during a pandemic. 
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Address Social Determinants of Health:
Social determinants of health refers to environmental and community factors that impact a patient’s health before 
they get into the health care delivery system. By providing comprehensive social support services under the same 
roof as primary medical care, health centers work to address the social needs of their patients as a core part of their 
mission. As momentum grows across the health care delivery system to increase focus on social determinants of 
health (SDoH), state leaders should prioritize interventions designed to improve patient outcomes and reduce cost 
in the health care system. 

•	 Support policies to address social determinants of health in Medicaid managed care, including efforts 
to recognize SDoH efforts by providers like screening, referrals, and community partnerships. 

Support Health Center Participation in 
Value-Based Care Initiatives: 
Value-based payments and alternative payment models can shift payment structures from paying for volume to 
health outcomes. As these approaches become more prevalent, health centers are well-positioned to improve 
health outcomes by  adopting initiatives including care management programs, behavioral health integration, and 
expansion of teleservices. TACHC supports policies that promote value-based care by incorporating both trauma 
informed care and social determinants of health. 

•	 Support efforts to establish a Federally Qualified Health Center-led value-based care initiative.

Prioritize Federally Qualified Health Centers 
in Emergency Preparedness: 
The coronavirus pandemic has upended health care delivery and has brought to light the underinvestment in 
public health infrastructure in Texas. Health centers and other primary care providers have been on the front 
lines of the pandemic response. TACHC will work to prioritize health centers as central to emergency response 
efforts when state leaders make decisions that will impact health center patients and operations. 

•	 Support efforts to prioritize FQHCs in state emergency preparedness plans.

Formed in 1983, the Texas Association of Community Health Centers, Inc. (TACHC) is a private, 
non-profit membership association that represents Texas safety-net health care providers. 
TACHC is the federally-designated primary care association for the state and is the link between 
federal, state and local entities providing health care for Texas’ most vulnerable populations. 

TACHC members include community health centers, federally-designated migrant, public 
housing and homeless health care centers, health center networks and other providers who 
strive to meet the health care needs of the uninsured and underserved. Members operate in 
urban, rural and frontier areas of Texas with annual budgets ranging from $2 million to over 
$159 million. 

Our services assist members to provide high quality health care and address specific needs of 
administrators, clinicians, boards of directors, outreach workers and other center staff. We offer 
a wide variety of services targeted specifically toward the needs of Texas health centers in policy 
& advocacy, administration, information technology and clinical care.


